The D&H Saratoga Express 


By S. Robert Powell 


The D&H passenger train named the Saratoga Express may well be the first named 
passenger train in America. 

The first reference to the Saratoga Express that we have discovered is in the Saturday, 
June 28, 1873 issue of the Carbondale Leader in an article about the new D&H timetable that 
went into effect on Monday, June 30, 1873. From that article, we learn that “the Saratoga 
Express will run through from Scranton to Philadelphia without change of cars” and that 
“connections will be made at this city [Carbondale] via the Jefferson Branch of the Erie Railway, 
east and west, and with the Albany & Susquehanna Railroad north; at Green Ridge with the 
Lehigh & Susquehanna Division of the Central Railroad of New Jersey; and at Scranton with the 
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western and Lackawanna & Bloomsburg Railroads.” 

Heading south, the Saratoga Express departed from Carbondale at 3:20 p.m. and arrived 
at Green Ridge in 28 minutes, at 3:48 p.m., making no stops on the way. The Saratoga Express, 
going north, departed from Green Ridge at 1:22 p.m. and arrived at Carbondale in 28 minutes, at 
1:50 p.m., making no stops on the way. In the article published in the Carbondale Advance on 
this new timetable, the editor of that paper, who was a strong promoter of the D&H and of the 
city of Carbondale, made the following enthusiastic observation: “Very few of our people ever 
anticipated an improvement like this. Carbondale on the great through route between 
Philadelphia and Albany and Saratoga--and making the distance to and from Scranton in less 
than 30 minutes.” 

The D&H Saratoga Express was an immediate success, and elegant Palace Cars were 
added to the train during the third week of July, 1873. In the Carbondale Advance of July 19, 
1873, p. 3, we read: “Palace Cars./ Elegant Palace Cars have been added to the Saratoga 
Express Train this week. / The Del. & Hud. Saratoga Express Train is a success, and puts a good 
load of passengers through on time.” 

Regrettably, the Saratoga and Philadelphia express was withdrawn by the D&H on 
Saturday, September 6, 1873. About this cancellation, we read the following in the Carbondale 
Leader of September 6, 1873, p. 3: “It has been a great convenience to many travelers and 
tourists, and will be missed by them. The train has not been as well patronized as it should have 
been.” 

Two years later, however, the Saratoga Express was again running, and the D&H 
announced, in the July 3, 1875 issue, p. 3, of the Carbondale Advance, that it would run a 
through train from Scranton to Saratoga “during the season.” In that article we read: “Through 
Car to Saratoga... This will be a great convenience to the traveling public, as it prevents the 
annoying change of cars at Carbondale and Jefferson Junction. Excursion tickets are now sold 
from this station [Carbondale] to Albany, Saratoga, Sharon Springs, and other points of interest 
and resort in the State of New York; also commutation tickets from the city of Scranton and 
intermediate stations.” 

In 1877, as well, the Saratoga Express was running, and in the D&H timetable, effective 
November 14, 1877 (as published in the December 1, 1877 issue, p. 3, of the Carbondale 
Advance), we read: “SARATOGA EXPRESS / Leave Scranton for Saratoga at 6.20 a.m., 
arriving at Carbondale 7.00 a.m., Nineveh 9.30 a.m., Oneonta 11.00 a..m., Albany 2.20 p.m., 
Troy 3.25 p.m., Schenectady 2.25 p.m., Saratoga 6.25 / Returning--Leave Schenectady 7.50, 


Troy 7.00, Albany 8.00, Oneonta 11.50 a.m., Nineveh 1.30 p.m., Carbondale 4.12 p.m., arriving 
at Scranton 5.04 p.m. / The above train now stops at stations on the Jefferson Branch.” 

In 1878-1879, as well, the Saratoga Express was running, and in the D&H timetable that 
went into effect on May 27, 1878 (as published in the April 5, 1879 issue of the Carbondale 
Advance, p. 3) we read: “SARATOGA EXPRESS. / Leave Scranton for Saratoga at 6.20 a.m., 
arriving at Carbondale 7.00 a.m., Nineveh 9.30 a.m., Oneonta 11.00 a.m. Albany 2.20 p.m., Troy 
3.25 p.m., Schenectady, 2.25 p.m., Saratoga 6.25 p.m. / Returning--Leave Schenectady 8.00, 
Troy 7.00, Albany 8.00, Oneonta 11.30 a.m., Nineveh 1.10 p.m., Carbondale 3.25 p.m., arriving 
at Scranton 4.06 p.m. The above train now stops at stations on the Jefferson Branch.” 

The Saratoga Express was still running in 1890. In the D&H time table that was 
published in the June 12, 1890 issue (p. 3) of the Carbondale Leader, we read: “Saratoga 
Express leaves Carbondale for Saratoga, Albany and the north at 11.00 a.m., arrive at 
Carbondale from Albany and Saratoga at 3.25 p.m., stopping at all stations on the Jefferson 
Branch.” 

And in the D&H timetable that went into effect on May 29, 1892, we read the following: 
“Saratoga Express leaves Carbondale for Saratoga, Albany and the north at 6.25 a.m., arrive at 
Carbondale from Albany and Saratoga at 4.10 p.m., and 10.48 p.m., stopping at all stations on 
the Jefferson Branch.” 

We have not yet learned whether or not the Saratoga Express was still running in the 
twentieth century. The answer to that question is in the twentieth century Carbondale newspapers 
in the holdings of the Carbondale Historical Society. 

D&H passenger service in the late nineteenth century, in/out of Carbondale and 
throughout the D&H system, was extraordinary. In addition to deluxe passenger trains like the 
Saratoga Express and the Boston Express (which will be the subject of next month’s For the 
Record column), consider the following facts about passenger service in and out of Carbondale, 
as reported in the D&H timetable that was published in the Carbondale Leader (p. 3) on June 12, 
1890: (1) there were ten trains daily from Carbondale to Scranton (where a multitude of rail 
options were available to the traveler over the D. L. & W.), with nine trains daily from Scranton 
to Carbondale; (2) there were six passenger trains daily on the Gravity Railroad from Carbondale 
to Honesdale (with two of those trains making a direct connection at Honesdale with Erie trains 
to New York City) and six Gravity Railroad passenger trains daily from Honesdale to 
Carbondale. 

In addition, there were three passenger trains daily on the Erie’s Jefferson Branch from 
Carbondale to Susquehanna, all of which connected there with “fast trans east and west” on the 
Erie; also three trains daily (one of them express) from Susquehanna to Carbondale. There was 
also a Sunday special train on the Jefferson Branch, that left Carbondale at 8:30 a.m., returning, 
leave Susquehanna at 4:15 p.m., and arriving at Carbondale at 5:45. 

Those were the days! For those of us who know a little about the railroads in America in 
the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries--and who are now obliged to travel via the interstate 
automobile highway system--we can only look over our shoulders and wonder what life would 
be like today if the great American railroads--like the D&H--were still with us. 
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